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PURPOSE:To enable only those process 
cartridges which have not yet ended their lives 
to be recycled and shipped in order to deal 
with the aged deterioration of parts by 
determining whether or not the process 
cartridges have come to their ends due to the 
aged deterioration. CONSTITUTION:The 



counts of the copy counter and the recycle 
counter of a process cartridge 1 1 are stored in 
a nonvolatile memory 51 , and the ceiling value 
of the number of copies executable with the 
process cartridge 1 1 is preset and stored in 
the memory 51 as the value of a life counter. 
Also, the expiration date of the process 
cartridge 1 1 , determined by the date of 
production or recycling of the process cartridge 
1 1 , is stored in the nonvolatile memory 51 . The 
expiration date shows the life of the process 
cartridge 1 1 that depends on changes in the 
characteristics of a photoconductor 21 due to 
aged deterioration, and deterioration of the 
resin part of the process cartridge 11, etc. 
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